Two-quantum photoprocesses in DNA under picosecond laser UV irradiation at 216 and 270 nm.
It is demonstrated that at high power picosecond laser irradiation of 216 and 270 nm, two-quantum photodestructions of the DNA secondary structure, such as interstrand covalent crosslinks, "weak" crosslinks, and B----C conformational transition, take place. Thermal effects do not contribute to the observed effects.